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128 Book Notices. 

lies Mines de l'Afrique du Sud. Par Albert Bordeaux, viii and 211 
pp. 8 plates of maps and plans and index. Vve. Ch. Dunod, Paris, 1898. 
This is not a new book, but the geological facts and much other information 
require no change to adapt them to existing conditions. The work treats of most of 
the gold and diamond mines of South Africa, including the less-known districts, as 
well as the great mines of the Rand and Kimberley. It is the result of three years of 
study in these mining regions by an accomplished mining engineer of France. 

The Policy and Administration of the Dutch in Java. By Clive 
Day. xxi and 434 pp. and index. The Macmillan Company, New York, 
1904. (Price, $2.) 

A scientific history in English of the experience and work of the Dutch in Java 
would long ago have been welcomed as a most valuable chapter in the annals of 
•colonial enterprise. Unfortunately, a satisfactory work of this kind has never been 
accessible to English-speaking students of colonial affairs. This book, by the 
assistant Professor of Economic History in Yale University, fills the need, and may 
be regarded as one of the most important contributions to colonial topics that has 
been made in a long time. 

Mr. Day found his material in the writings of the Dutch historians, and in origi- 
nal documents covering the whole period of the Dutch occupancy from early in the 
17th century, when the Dutch East India Company began its operations in Java, 
until modern conditions in government supplanted the older policies. The last three 
chapters describe the most recent methods of the Dutch regime and connect the past 
of Java with its present. 

The history of Java before the arrival of the Dutch is treated with especial refer- 
ence to the native political and economic organization, the absolutism of the rulers, 
and its bad effects, the weakness and corruption of the Governments and the 
unfavourable condition of the mass of the people. Then came the Dutch East India 
Company with gain as its only goal, a commercial policy based upon monopoly, and 
a Government marred by inefficient fiscal administration and corruption among the 
officials. The reasons for the decline of the Company's commerce and for its final 
rtiin are discussed; and the coming into power of Governor-General Daendels is 
described, with his arbitrary rule, his fiscal difficulties, his abuse of the forced-labour 
system, and his genuine reforms. Then follows the period of British occupation and 
rule, with its failures and partial successes, and the Dutch restoration, ushering in the 
famous regime of Van den Bosch, with his forced labour and the high profit which it 
yielded to the home Government. 

The author believes that the abuses of this period followed in the main as a 
result of the principle of forced labour under Government management for Govern- 
ment profit: 

The Dutch made money for a time, but they sacrificed their permanent interests in the process. 
They prevented the education of native laborers; they prevented organization by European planters, 
and the revenue that they got was no compensation for the check on Java's productive power (pp 
341-342). 

The closing chapters discuss the recent economic policy, with the exploitation of 
Java's resources largely in the hands of capitalists, the modern government and pro- 
vincial administration and the fiscal policy. The Government has taken to itself the 
property right in land, but has left the natives in hereditary possession. There can 
be no transfer of rights from natives to non-natives, no valid sale to a foreign Ori- 
ental or to a European. The foreign planter, who now figures so largely, can lease 
land for a short term, but cannot purchase it. The impossibility under the laws of 
alienating landed property is a great blessing to the Javanese. 



